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‘Public Safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours, minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.’’ 

—Franklin Delano Roosevelt 














“STRANGE HAPPENINGS. 


Yes, the air line transportation industry is now in the beautiful 
peace of the postwar period. Isn’t it wonderful? The antics of certain 
of our avaricious air line officials remind one of a cross between a 
jitterbug hop and the St. Vitus dance performed on a hot stove. One 
day, they are climbing all over each other in a mad scramble fighting 
one another desperately to gain a few more slight advantages in route 
mileage. On another day, they are inseparably united fighting some 
ghost in a graveyard at midnight. On still another day, they sally forth 
individually as did Samson to slay the Philistines with the jaw bone of 
an ass, only these modern-day Samsons are paid princely sums and 
the Philistines they seek to slay are all other modes of travel. 

“What the country needs is a three-cent air line” is one of their 
chants. “Everything is going to be carried by air” is another. And 
still another is “all other modes of travel will shrivel up and dis- 
appear.” The countless millions of invested capital in all these other 
modes of travel and all of the many, many thousands of workers who 
make their living therefrom are just going to lie down and play dead. 
It’s a strange spectacle, isn’t it, and so impossible. 

Let’s examine further into the strange peace on the air lines dur- 
ing the postwar period. The prelude was the strange International 
Civil Aviation Conference in Chicago from November 1, 1944, to 
December 7, 1944, with the doors tightly barred to all of the working 
people in the air line industry. Leading conference officials said, 
“Labor has too many critical opinions—it’s too outspoken— it registers 
too many objections.” Strange happenings, these. Dominating this 
Chicago conference was none other than the great engineer, Edward 
P. Warner, who first engineered himself into a $10,000 a year civil 
service job as a member of the Civil Aeronautics Board and then into 

$22,000 a year job with a $5,000 entertainment account as head of 
the Provisional International Civil Aviation Organization. Not bad, 
what? He didn’t make this grand and amazing exit and zoom, how- 
ever, until he destroyed the very heart of Part 04 by eliminating the 
fixed minimum stalling speed limitations for air line equipment, the 
real cornerstone of safety in air transportation. 


Obviously the air line industry feels as does the ostrich with its 
head in the sand. It feels firmly and safely entrenched in Washington, 
D. C., in that grand, old mansion at 1515 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N. W., the temple of the air line gods. Here we find more strange 
happenings. An ordinary CAA attorney, who, as one of his last acts 
while at the public funds trough, fought the air line pilots’ attempts 
to collect a few paltry, hard-earned dollars in back salary, was soon 
rewarded by being firmly entrenched in the temple on Massachusetts 
Avenue at approximately a 300 per cent raise in salary. The air lines 





have even gone so far as hiring ex-Congressmen—at what price and | 


to do what—fight goblins? Don’t be droll. Anyway, we shall see. 
The top representatives of the air carriers are seen often scurry- 


ing up and down the-halls of the CAA and the CAB offices, seeking | 


special privileges, waivers, and exceptions to rules and regulations, 
the maintaining of which means the very bulwark of air safety. Their 
high-sounding mottoes and utterances echo in the hearing halls of the 
CAB, while in reality their principal rule for increasing air safety on 
the air lines apparently is to shorten runways and increase landing 
speeds. Yes, it’s a strange age—the age of postwar air line trans- 
portation. 





The air mail contracts were cancelled on February 19 in the year | 


1934 by Postmaster General James A. Farley. When this happened, 
space was at a premium at the air line officials’ wailing wall and their 
wails could be heard throughout the land. The Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation said of this deplorable spectacle, “Where there is so much 
smoke, there is bound to be some fire.” Strange as it may seem, the 
lesson learned in 1934 by the industry was soon forgotten. ‘Now 
there’s an ominous tinge in the atmosphere that history, may repeat 
itself. 

There are a lot of working people who depend on the air line 
industry for a livelihood. Why can’t our industry’s officials simmer 
down and quietly and constructively build an industry that will be 
great despite their comedy of mistakes? Why must they continuously 
keep going off the deep end? Yes, ’tis true unless our avaricious, 
po come-lately officials are throttled down, anything can happen. 

—David L. Behncke 


ture to his saga, which well might 
be called ‘‘Low Brows in High Ad- 
venture.” 

Every C-54 Sent Out 

Things were going their 
way with our Pacific 
some time ago, when out of a 
clear blue sky, the Army sent out 
a rush call for a special mission 
to Manila and Guam, using all 
our aircraft and 60 crews. Of 
course, this secret mission was 
about as secret as the nautical al- 
manac—the planes were to carry 
the airborne invasion army into 
Japan. Practically every C-54 the 
Army owned was sent out, and 
loud and long were the wails from 
the wives of those whose clothes 
were at the laundry. 

“Those Deadhead Blues” 

In the usual ‘“‘hurry and wait” 
fashion, this imposing armada of 
cast iron flying machines found it- 
self on Kadena airstrip, Okinawa, 
and, brethren, the sight of some 
250 C-54s around one strip is real- 
ly an impressive spectacle. To con- 
tinue the story—after 10 days of 
waiting for the typhoons to let up, 
the field to be fixed, and the Japs 
to get off the pot, the Army de- 
cided that eight of our planes 
could be spared, and 20 hapless 
crews had the job of ferrying back 
to San Francisco. These lads 
have adopted the motto, “We also 
served, because we stood and wait- 
ed,” and their theme song is now, 
“Those Deadhead Blues.” 
Typhoons Pass—Army 
Flown to Japan 

Well, the typhoons 
passed, the long days of poker, 
rain, mud, C rations, and smelly 
clothes finally passed, and this fleet 
of planes, the first_ 


usual 
Operation 


finally 
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SURPRISING, YES ENDEED. 


an experience 
not to be forgotten. 
Japan Stands Devastated and 
Bankrupt Today 

Japan today is a devastated, 
bankrupt land. The newspaper ac- 
counts cannot picture the devasta- 
tion our fire bombing B-29s have 
done. The Tokyo-Yokohama area, 


which looks like Greater Los An- 
geles, is probably 60 per cent de- 
stroyed, even to the melting of 
masonry and _ steel. Enormous 
brown patches fleck the green 
of Japan—npatches where houses 
stood, and poor, misguided, vici- 
ous Jap soldiers came from. Some 
unburnt areas stood, to give by 
comparison, an idea of the dam- 


age wrought. The industrial areas 
and the water front are gutted, 
and urban Japan stands today a 
dead country. There are no cars 
or people on the roads, 
comes from out of 
chimneys—a mute 
their treachery, 
might of the 
United States. 
Tough, But They Asked for It 
We had the opportunity of fly- 
ing over a good part of the 
lands, as well as the larger cities 


the industrial 
monument to 


air power 


is- 


no smoke | 


and to the armed | 
of the} 


of Nagoya, Osaka, and Kobe. 
Every city of any size received 
the Toyko treatment, but the| 


smaller towns were apparently un- 
touched. These small towns, due 
to Japan’s crowded condition, fill 
every level spot on the islands, as 
well as every cove and beach and 
clearing. They are unbelievably 
| picturesque—even more 
|the NYK calendar pictures—and 
the entire countryside is the most 
beautiful we've ever seen. _Every- 
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: COPILOT MAAS, CAPTAIN KRILOFF, AND ENGI- | 


RADIOMAN KNAPP AND NAVIGATOR | 
IN THESE COLUMNS APPEARS THE 


IN HIGH ADVENTURE” WRITTEN BY UAL Cap-| 
IT SPARKLES WITH INTEREST AND VIVID REALISM AND IS 
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“Repack, W. ‘A; “Rhew, Jesse N. 
a Rises. “Russell $.—AA; Robbins, 
Wm B. ae Rese, Jehn A—KLM 
Some Chas. W.—NW; Rust, F. H.—. 
Salis! mM. — TWA; An 
3 on, Themas E E.—UAL; 

joeda, J. M. A -_ 
TWA: Scott, Philip C.—UAL; Seroagine, 

V.— PCA; ane. Eugene 

NWA: Sharpnack, J. —UAL; Sheets, 
°. E; Smith, 6 Sherwend, George C. 





ry 33. E. Stroud—AA; 
Robert | E.—Panagr 


ra. 

Tarrant, Hareld R. — aL; Terletzky, 
Leo — PAA; een tL. AL; 
Thempsen, A —UAL; *Turbyne, Reb- 
ert—Panagra 

Underweed, _sSanterd L.— 


AA. 
— UAL; Vanderbusch, 


Wagar, G. K.—UAL; Waldren, Joo—AA; 
Walker, M. A. PAA; Waliace, Clyde 
W.—TWA; *Wasil, Nichelas A.—TWA; 
Watkins, E. C.— A; Weatherdon, Ed- 
win—AA; West, F. NW; 

R. G.—NEA; Wieselma er, Otto—PAA; 
Wilson, W. C.—AA; Wii liams, Wayne C, 
—TWA; Williamson, P. L; Wor- 
then, J. A.—WW; *Wri -_ J. S.—TWA, 
Young, Geerge E.—UAL 

Zeier, Carl F.—C&SAL. 

Natural 

Blomgren, Lloyd 1.—AA; Chiappine, L. 
J., TWA-ICD; Coehran, Robert M. — 
UAL: Colten, R 


Vance, Cla 
R. E.—N 


Paul 
. ; Jamieson, Le- 
land ‘SEAL: eaeine “Fiamk B.—EAL; 
Knight, J. H.—UAL; Little, R. J.—AA; 
Maguire, R. C.—AA: gga eg Ira 
M.—AA: Nordbeck, H. —NEA; Peter- 
son, J.'M.—NWA; Phelos, Henry T.— 
PAA; Schier, Tip—Delta; Swanson, Axel 
— AA: Taylor, V. W. — NWA; Witten- 
berg, F. E.—UAL. 


Inactive 


Anderline, Frank 


Ashford, 


we 

; Fisher, Alfred 
rt W.; Hunter, 

> Jackson, L. A.; 

MoMarkin, 





; Shelton, le 
Squire, J. P. L.; Stark, Howard C.; 
Tinkle. Howard A.; Van Alstyne, Hugh, 


Jr.; Veblen, E. H.; Walbridge, Donald 
C.; Warner, Roy; Wheaton, Harold : 
Whittemore, Fred W.; Wolf, 


John F.; 
Willey, Sidmey L.; Zimmerman, Harry J. 
Waiting | List 
wm. rk, -f H.; Kiser, 
Geek. Davia F 
* Jnempte ployed 
owns, Lioy t.3 —— 
» ox i.3 *Rniner, 


Brock, 
Daalel; 


Floyd E.; Miner, 
Honorary 
Brisbane, Arthur; Greene, Dr. Ralph; 


Kelly, Hon. Clyde; Rogers, Will. 


* Apprentice Member. 
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GUTS APLENTY 


(Continued from Page 2, Col. 4) 


thing is a cool green, and every 
inch of land, mountain sides and 
tops, are terraced and hedged in | 
1eat squares of rice paddies and 
tea groves. With their imports 
shot, the Nips are going to find 
t hard to feed themselves from 
these paddies, and privation and 
tarvation is going to be this win- 
er’s diet. Tough, but they asked 
it. 

‘Either at Your Throat or at 
Your Feet”’ 

From conversations we had with 
iberated American prisoners, the 
Japs are very much like Winston 
‘hurchill’s description of the Ger- 
ians, “They’re either at your 
hroat or at your feet.” They un- 
erstand no policy save force, and 
ny attempt to treat them as white 
will be at least 
or a long, long time We 
ad a chance to look over some of 
.eir handiwork, and the wonder 


‘or 


1en a sad error 


to come. 


that such a small, poor, mis- 
rable nation had the guts to at- 
ck our nation at Pearl Harbor 


but they 
Every- 
place, the 
the runways, buildings, 
lanes, cars, their clothing, 
as strictly third rate. Their cars 
nd trucks were 1930 models and 
urned tl runways 
only three inches of concrete, 
down the first day; 
and buildings at Atsugi 
ere rough boards and _ were 
rictly 1918 model by our stand- 
rds. We even saw a Jap DC-3 
e Douglas company would ex- 
ect stuff like that from an eighth 
ade woodshop. Everyone spent 
instru- 


one 


they had the guts, 
brains. 


the 


short 
about 


ere on 
ung 
ingars, 


even 


charcoal; 1elt 
ere 
nd 


ingars 


broke 





time there “liberating 


nts, guns, radio parts 


four good 600 


rprising 


lad got 
his ca 
ouldn’t Have Held 
Much Longer 

There 
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atomic 
lieve they could 
ich longe A 
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bamboo spears. 


1iome 
ny wW ith 
oys of Running Water 
On shaving was 
ist one of those and this 
ynth’s chinchilla-lined athletic 
pporters go to those two sterling 
aracters, Jimmy ‘Old Silvertip”’ 
yhnston and Bill “BO” Kennedy. 
disreputable  bull- 
gands hunched over 
cooking their C rations 
straight out of 
My heart still 
sanitary souls, who rushed 
it into the stark naked, 
iping like mad, only to find the 
n stopped before they finished 
the joys of running water. 
s Smart to Stay With the Ship 
We had the dubious pleasure of 
ng the C-54 at 73,000 pounds, 
over, from Kadena. The plane 
1k off remarkably short from the 
ral strip, but once airborne, its 
rformance was like a 1913 Mod- | 
T. I’d hate to think of flying | 
it weight out of the Reno Val-| 
on a hot summer day with a} 
d of unsuspecting passengers, | 
d I hope I never do. Another | 
eresting incident some | 
my C-54 took a side trip to| 
anghai, and apparently forgot | 
t the engines used gasoline. | 
ey ditched at night, after all | 
engines quit, into a 15-foot 
~p sea, and the men lost sight 
the plane. Eight hours later 
plane was sighted, and the 
n later recovered. The unusu- 
part was that the interior of 
plane was perfectly dry and 
iting like a cork. It’s pretty 
1d proof that the plane is a good 
iter, and that the smart thing 
to stay with the ship. 
rictly a War Baby 
At present we are flying an 
‘ht-ship-per-day shuttle sched- 
(Some shuttle, only 2;400 
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things, 


» see those 
irded bri a 
was 
hobo 


for 


scene 
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ir 
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BUT NO BRAINS ae 


miles.) Most of the westbound | 
loads are confined to five lunches | 
for the crew, and it looks as if the 
operation will be over by the first 
of the year. We've all learned a 
lot during the life of Pacific opera- 
tion, but it’s strictly a war baby, 
and there’s lots doing on the line 
where our four-engine experience 
will be of value. 
ALPA Invaluable These 
Busy Days 

Our ALPA office has proved it- 
self invaluable these busy days. 
ALPA business is being handled 
with speed and dispatch. More 
matters are being handled now 
than were ever handled under the 
old system of the chairman doing 
everything, paying for everything, 
and typing the minutes in his spare | 
time. Now every member receives | 
a copy of the minutes of the last | 
meeting, as well as a newsletter 
of what’s in the mill. I can rec- 
ommend this system to all the| 
councils as a means of getting the | 
word around, rather than have the | 
poor news correspondent remem- | 
ber what transpired at the last | 





TO tg 


meeting. 

We hope to have a dinner meet- 
ing with PAA very soon to dis- | 
cuss mutual problems and to get | 
to know our salt water comrades. 
Your correspondent will have his | 
tuned to 3117.5 for the hot 
dope and choice morsels for the 
next “Message from Garcia.” Till 
then, “Straighten up and_ fly 
right.” 


AND THE DUST 
HAS SETTLED 


By ED BREEN 
Council No. 2, TWA 
New York, N. Y. 


ear 





From this pen, no doubt, ex- 
pressions of wisdom and light are 
expected to flow like a river—et 
least I imagine that’s what is ex- 
pected of a newly appointed scribe. 
As a matter of fact, I’m no longer 
newly appointed but have been 
busier than a student first offi- 
cer on his first run. 

A Busy Air Line 

Ours has really been a busy air 
line last summer. Every man who 
has been with 


us a year or more 
is either all checked out or is in 
the process. In fact, there are 


so many changes going on that one 
is lucky if, upon walking into the 
office, he can ever find anyone who 
knows him well enough to intro- 
duce him to the copilot. 

We have really been doing lots 
of flying and acquiring plenty of 
new runs. I’ve been shuttling back 
and forth between Boston and 


—PAA Photo 


Passengers aboard Pan American World Airways’ fleet of transatlantic landplanes are now enjoy- 
ing sound movies aboard the Clippers, as part of the international air lines program of improving travel- 
ing comforts for the postwar passengers. Shown at night on the over-water leg of the flights from New 
York to London, which started November 15, 1945, the library of films aboard each Clipper includes the 
latest Hollywood releases, newsreels, short features of educational or entertainment value, as well as 
films depicting foreign countries. The modified 16 mm. projector, using standard safety film, is mounted 
in the rear of the cabin and employs a regulation beaded screen to carry the image. The sound is car- 


hear. What next? 


New York so fast and often I feel 
like the shuttle-cock in a badmin- 
ton game. 
No Time for Golf 

Our council is in fine shape. The 
last report was that all work was 
up to date, and several meetings 
a month are being held to take 
care of all the rush business that 
must be handled. We have many 
good live-wire members who are 
willing to pitch in and work. The 
best of these is, of course, Russ 
Morris, our chairman. You’ve got 
to hand it to Russ for stepping 
into the main chair at a tough 
time and getting right on the ball. 
He’s doing a good job and the 
council is well organized to help. 
I have one protest though 
he’s been so busy last summer 
that we haven’t been able to play 
any golf. One can easily see this 
is a great financial blow to yours 
truly—lI’ll have to find some other 
sucker with sticks or get into a 
new racket. 
Jake Too Busy to 
Change Clothes 

Jake Bashioum, of the engineer- 
ing committee, is another full-time 
worker. Jake has taken on 
many jobs with the council that 
it is impossible to have any meet- 
ing without seeing his bewhisk- 
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A PILOT'S WIFE’S LAMENT No. 2 


ALTHOUGH 


SECTION OF THE AIR LINE 
FORGING TO THE FOREFRONT. HERE’S 
SHE SAYS, YOU REALLY LEFT THE 


AS No. 1 THE LAMENT OF A PILOT’S WIFE. 


9 


a; 


MENT NO. 


PILOTS’ AND COPILOTS’ LAMENTS HAVE 
PILOT, THE WIVES OF 


DOMINATED THIS 
THE FLIERS ARE 
THE SECOND ONE WE'VE RECEIVED. 
GATE OPEN WHEN YOU CAPTIONED 
I ENCLOSE MY ENTRY FOR LA- 


WITH APOLOGIES TO YOUR PAPER AND TO POSSIBLE DEVOTEES 


OF ROBERT SERVICE, ANY RESEMBLANCE TO WHOM IS ENTIRELY PREMEDI- 
TATED.”’ SHE PREFERRED TO STAY ANONYMOUS BUT THE POEM, SPARKLING 


WITH REALISM AND THAT STUFF CALLED LIFE, 


IS REALLY TOPS. 


Out of the night, that’s very unfitten, 

And into our dear little shack, 

Strides the man of my dreams, just off the beams, 
Dog-tired, and demanding a snack. 


“Didn’t you eat on the ship?” I inquire, 
With a pitifully hopeful expression. 
“No time,” he screams, this man of my dreams, 


“Too busy «* 


With a sigh oj frustration 


At the stove I’ve stood ove 
And when he actually asks, 


“What, no steak?” I could 


There’s a lull in our shack 
Then my fly-boy gives out 


vey chosen profession.” 


I take up my station, 
r all day, 

as I bend to my tasks, 
cheerfully slay. 


as I fix this late snack, 
with a moan, 


“So this is what greets me, THIS is what GU-REETS me, 
When I’ve slugged it out all the way home.” 


He stands by the desk, his 


expression no jest, 


And clutched in his trembling hand 
Is a just-arrived bill that doth give him a chill, 
While I twitter, “Dear, the suit’s grand.” 


To cover this quip, I ask, “How was your trip?” 
And he whispers, “Oh, nothing to it... 

ATC was SO-O-O sweet, my first mate a SHRIEK, 
And my igloo was simply too cozy. 

“The heater broke down as we left the ground, 
And the trip was really just rosy, 

A few restful delays ... page dear old blaze, 

Then the flight supe got nosey.” 


Now you see, folks, lament 
They’re really swell guys, 


not withstanding, 
just need understanding; 


So I murmur, “Glad your trip was routine, 
Now let’s get to’ bed’‘and snare a sweet dream.” 








IN THE MAILBOX 





Dear AIR LINE 

My compliments to Brother 
Morris, of Council No. 2, TWA- 
New York, on his article, ‘Smilin’ 
Jack Wynn,” which appeared in 


PILOT: 


the June issue of the AIR LINE 
PILOT. It’s about time some- 


body exposed this — who patterns 
himself after a comic strip char- 


acter. I’m sure Zack Mosley 
would blush to see the real life 
counterpart of “Smilin’ Jack” in 


looks only. 

Ed Wynn has been a big joke 
around Miami for years, even to 
the sportsmen “cub” pilots who 
ever had the misfortune of run- 
ning across him. We, of the air 
ered face. He is on the engi- 
neering, executive, and scheduling 
committees, and I don’t know how 
many other committees besides be- 
ing a crash representative. He’s 
doing a good job, so we won’t let 
him have enough time off to go 
home to change 
Really Going to Town 

Just checked out Al Kirby 
who is in charge of the member- 
ship committee, and what a job he 
has! What used a matter 
of seeing that new copilot 
has received an application has 
now turned into a full-time job 
of checking up on the changing 
status of men who don’t even have 
a chance to become active mem- 
bers before they are sent to cap- 
tain’s school; men who hold a 
regular bid as captain before we 
are even aware that they are copi- 
lot members; and members who 
are senior characters after being 
checked out for a month. The line 
is really going to town. Approx- 
imately 70 copilots a month are 
being turned out. 

Order Out of Shambles 
Appreciated 

The head of the new ATC com- 
mittee is H. Hale, and Headquar- 
ters is pleased to see us working 
along that line. Horton has done 
quite a bit of research on ATC 
lately. Anything he can do to 
bring order out of the shambles 
will surely be appreciated by the 
entire membership. 

Council in Best Shape Ever 

There are only a few of the 
guys who are putting in plenty of 
time these days on ALPA work. 
Never have I seen the council in 
better or more active shape. 
We had one of those all day meet- 
ings the other day, and after the 
hollering had ceased and the dust 
was settled, we were all pretty 
much in accord on the major is- 
sues. It’s a good council, and 
I’ll see if I can’t keep you better 
informed on its happenings in the 
future. 


clothes. 


to be 


each 


| ried through loudspeakers mounted in the ceiling, in positions that make it possible for all passengers to 


line pilot group down here, can 
stand his mustache, his black con- 
vertible coupe, and what 
fers to as his “Little 
Book,” .. (if that isn’t “Smilin’ 
Jack’s” strip, I’ll eat it) with a 
bunch of outdated number of 
girls who won’t go out with him, 
BUT when he writes a book such 
as “Bombers that’s just 
TOO MUCH. He was only tol- 
erated for laughs around here, but 
his book does anything but give 
me a laugh. 

I think it’s dangerous to our 
profession to have some would-be 
“lady’s man,” write a book where 
he’s even privileged to mention air 
line pilots in it. It’s been reported 
that even with the hot weather in 
Natal, Brazil, his feet got so cold 


he re- 
De-icer 


Across,”’ 


he didn’t take his ‘Bombers 
Across” as the pilot in command 
of the ship. Our bombers had to 
have competent ferry pilots on 


board, or we would have been in 
sorry shape indeed. 

I’ve never sent in box tops, 
asked movie stars for autographed 
pictures, or written a crank letter 
in my life, and my record is still 
clear after this little debunking 
note to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
An ALPA with 
full head of steam-up. 


member a 


LATE NEWS 














(Continued from Page 1, Col. 3) 


Stratocruisers 


The Pan American Airways pur- 
chased 20 Boeing Stratocruisers, 
the 65-ton, 80-passenger commer- 
cial air transport development of 
the Boeing B-29 Superfortress, for 
delivery beginning in November, 
1946. 


Expansion 


Captain Eddie Rickenbacker 
made application to the Civil Aero- 
nautics Board for connections 
which, if approved, would make 


EAL a coast-to-coast system as 


| well as a border-to-border system. 


| 





This proposal would more than 
double the company’s route mile- 
age. 


Prediction 


United Air Lines Vice-President 
John W. Newey predicts that the 
domestic air lines will transport 
22,000,000 passengers in 1955, as 
compared with 4,000,000 passen- 
gers in 1944, adding many new 
jobs. 














THE STORY OF 


FOREWORD: Throughout the 
war we often wondered whether or 
not any ALPA members were be- 
ing held prisoners of war. There 
several—and we were fortu- 
nate enough to receive the follow- 
ing story first hand from the pen 


were 





| 
| 


of one—a Consairways pilot and | 
| Sleeping Quarters 


ALPA member, Adam E. Kalkow- 
sky, who had been a Jap prisoner 
on the Philippines for three years. 
Mr. Kalkowsky, who is now back 
with Consairways as a copilot, 
training to become a first pilot 
again, begins his story from be- 
fore the Pearl Harbor 
carries it through to the present 
time. Kalkowsky’s story is a page 


| guests, 


attack and | 


from life—hard, cold, and factual. | 


Being a captain with the Con- | 
solidated Aircraft Corporation of | 


San Diego, Calif., I was delivering 
a PBY for 
pilot Alfred Smith, Navigator J. 
M. Nicholas, Radioman Frank 
Hanafin, and Engineer Barney Sil- 
cox. We arrived in Manila on De- 
cember 1, 1941, and were sched- 
uled to return to the United States 


by commercial air transportation 
on December 10. On the morn- 
ing of December 8, I came down- 
stairs for breakfast in the Ma- 
nila Hotel and noticed the news- 
papers on the stand with head- 
lines: PEARL HARBOR BOMB- 
ED. I paid no attention, how- 
ever, and went on into the din- 
ing room to order my breakfast. 


While sitting there, I kept think- 
ing about the headline. Sudden- 
ly, when the full meaning of the 
news dawned on me, I ran back 
and bought the paper. 

Manila Declared an Open City 

After breakfast, I loitered 
around the lobby of the hotel and 
talked with a number of peo- 
ple. No one seemed excited. Every- 
thing was carried on as usual. In 
the afternoon I went down to the 
air office and reported my status 

Air Corps Reserve . but no 
one seemed interested. This made 
me feel bad, but later I ran into 
Harold Bayley, a test pilot for 
Brewster. He said that he had 
received the same treatment from 
the Marine Corps. 

On the third day I talked to 
some of the aviation representa- 
tives who gave me stories about 
what happened at the various 
bases. I learned that most of 
our planes were caught on the 
ground, and our air force had 
been practically destroyed. No- 
ticing how the Japs were cruis- 
ing around and bombing at will 
day and night, I became worried. 
Our crew met, decided things 
were in a bad state of affairs, and 
decided to destroy all of our con- 
fidential papers and charts of the 
South Pacific, 
on which we came over. 
ing that the Army was having dif- 
ficulties with its 
we went over to Ft. Santiago, met 
the colonel in charge, and offered 
our services. He immediately put 


the Dutch with Co- | 


| There 
|On the first evening of 


including the route | 
Hear- | 


|all firearms and cameras. 
| downstairs 


had to be evacuated for the con- 
querors. Then followed a scene, 
which few Americans cared to wit- 
ness. Practically everyone stayed 
in . the Japs went up on the 
roof of the hotel and hoisted their 
flag. 

Guests All Double up on 


A guard was set up around the 
hotel, which meant that no one 
could enter or leave. With the 
additional influx of unwelcomed 
this made for cramped 
quarters because the hotel was al- 
ready full. People had to dou- 
ble up. I was placed in a room 





CAPT. ADAM E. KALKOWSKY 


occupied by an old fuss-pot...a 
Manila businessman, who had lived 
in this room for 10 years and was 
very set in his ways. The fel- 
low with me and I pulled down the 
curtains to use as a cover over us 
when we slept on the cots. He 
came in, looked around, and of- 
fered us a drink. This was our 
introduction and we _ became 
friends. 
Remains in Hotel for 5 Days— 
Turns in Pistol and Camera 

We were kept in the hotel for 
five days and continued eating in 
the dining room. On the last two 
days there was buffet service only 
because food was getting scarce. 
were all kinds of rumors. 
occupa- 
turn in 
I went 
manager’s of- 
fice to turn in my .38 automatic 
with 50 rounds of ammunition. 
There was a Jap sitting there who 


tion, orders went out to 


to the 


| just kept looking at me making 


communications, | 


me rather nervous. I asked him 


| for a receipt to break the ice, but 


us to work handling the Army ra- | 


dio station in Manila, and we con- 
tinued on that assignment until the 
Army left for Bataan. The ma- 


jor called me up on the phone to| 


tell me he was taking my radio- 
man, who was later killed on Cor- 
regidor. By this time, Manila 
had 
and Jap planes were circling over- 
head unmolested. There was a 
ring of great fires all around the 
city, which was the work of our 
demolition squads. 

Japs Demand Rooms in 


Manila Hotel 
We were going through a period 


of anarchy at this time, for no law | 


or order existed. a 
1942, after 
and fires all day from the roof of 
the Manila Hotel, I came down- 
stairs to the lobby and noticed a 
group of people standing around 
in a circle looking at something 
in the center. I went over to 
see a Jap officer sitting down 
and a Jap soldier with a fixed bay- 
onet standing alongside him. Even- 
tually, someone who could speak 
Japanese asked the officer what he 
wanted—to which he replied, ‘50 
rooms.” Later the Jap Navy came 
in and demanded more rooms. The 
air-conditioned wing of the hotel 


On January 


watching the looting | 


/a porch on which to sleep. 





been declared an open city, | 


he said it wasn’t necessary. I 
started out and he didn’t call me 
back, so I left the place quickly, 
only too glad to get away. 
Hauled by Truck to 
Santo Tomas University 

On the fifth day we were or- 
dered to take one bag and three 


days’ supply of food, and be pre- 
pared to leave. Trucks and gar- 


bage wagons began to pull up and 
haul the people away. I got into 
one and was taken to the Santo 
Tomas University. The place was 
in a very bad state... there was 
filth, mosquitoes, no place to sleep, 


and packed full of people. Hav- 
ing heard about Villima Hall, 
where hundreds of men, women, 


and children were packed for three 
days with standing room only and 
no food, I put 12 bottles of beer, 
one quart of whiskey, and half 
an apple pie in my bag before 
leaving the hotel. The whiskey 
was confiscated by the searchers 
upon my admittance to the Uni- 
versity, where I eventually found 
The 
inside of the building was packed 
full like ants in an ant-hill. 
Beer and Pie Doesn’t Last 
Long—650 Men Packed into Gym 
The first two days we had prac- 
tically nothing to eat. I finished 
the beer with some people I met, 
and the pie didn’t last long. On 
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the third day I was transferred to 
another section of the University, 
the gym, where 650 men were 
packed in. There was about 3 
x 6 feet of space per person 
with aisles made from this space 
in order to get around. On the 
outside there was a compound 
of about 300 by 60 feet and a 
wall around the outside which was 
12 feet high with a _ concrete 
floor. This was our 
during the night. Since most of 
the men kept walking around and 


talking in a low voice which 
sounded like a distant rumble, it 
was known as the “bull pen.” To 
the west we could hear gunfire 


. the battle of Bataan. 
Filipinos Bring in Food 
First Month 

At daybreak, we were turned 
to policing the grounds which 
meant mostly picking up cigarette 
butts. Having heard a chow line 
was forming, I went down and got 
a cup of black coffee . . . this was 
breakfast. Later in the morning 
Filipinos came around at the front 
and started passing food. I no- 
ticed someone waving, evidently 
for me. it was the room boy 
from the Manila hotel who tossed 
me a papaya and said he would 
be back the next day. He con- 
tinued this for about a month, 
bringing canned goods, too. I 
managed to cash some of my trav- 
elers’ checks and paid him. 


Resolve to Do Their Best for 
3 Months—A Year Passes 

By this time, we began to or- 
ganize in the true American way 
and fuss among ourselves—most- 
ly about politics and petty jeal- 


ousies—but nevertheless, we man- 


aged to get settled, the grounds 
cleaned up, the weeds pulled, 


rooms allotted, committees set up, 
and all organized to do the best 
we could for three months until 
the American fcrces came back 
to rescue us—we hoped. In the 
meantime I went to work a 
sheet metal worker to keep busy. 
In July we were advised that the 
Japs would feed us. The appro- 
priation was ten cents per day per 
person; thus we began to eat a lit- 
tle better. Then we had a sac 
Christmas and New Year’s, even 
though there were rumors flying 
around about help being just 
around the corner, and that may- 
be we’d get mail from home. 
800 Men Taken to Los 
Banos the Following May 

In May, 1943, orders went out 
for 800 men to be taken out of 
the camp. This caused specula- 
tion rumors and all kinds of stor- 
ies. Single or unattached able- 
bodied men were drafted by our 
committee to keep the families 
together in Santo Tomas. We left 
for Los Banos, about 60 miles 
south of Manila in the jungles. 
The transportation was by means 
of box cars, packed full, with one 
side door partly opened. By noon, 
the sun really became hot, and 
the men were stripped to the 
It was really something. In a way, 
the change helped our morale... 
just getting away from Santo 
Tomas was something new. The 
fall of Bataan was quite a shock. 
At Los Banos the water was pol- 
luted and had to be boiled before 
it could be issued to the hot and 
hungry men. It began raining that 
first night. Some of the fellows 
had no covers. All available build- 
ings were packed full. 
Placed on Strict Rice 
and Greens Diet 

We were put on a strict 
and greens (boiled leaves from 
edible plants) diet then. Occa- 
sionally some meat was thrown in 
with the greens about 100 
| pounds of either carabou or tough 
beef. We complained about the 
bad food and asked for some fruit. 
After a while they relented and 
let us have some fresh fruit ...a 
group of 50 men received two 
pineapples, 10 avocados, some 
limes and sometimes some coco- 
|nuts. This made it a tough prob- 
lem of distribution. 


as 


rice 


| Canteen Set up—Then Systematic 
| Starvation Put into Effect 
Eventually they let us have a 
canteen which had greens, duck 
jeggs, fruits in limited quantities, 


exercise pen | 


waist. | 


and tobacco. We were able +0 
receive money via the _ under- | 
ground by signing notes. It seems | 
as if the Japs took a cut from the | 
canteen and permitted this to op- 


;erate due to the change of staff 


about every six months, supple- 
menting their pay on which to 
get drunk. This canteen lasted | 
until about the last few months, 
when systematic starvation was | 
put into effect. It was done by | 
taking away first all foods that | 


| contained proteins and later those 


that contained salt. During this 
starvation period, we eventually | 
came down to 150 grams of rice 
per day 

one pound.) 


(540 grams equals | 


Each Receives a 47-pound | 
Package in December, 1943 | 
By December, 1943, there were | 
rumors, mail from home, and Red 
Cross food packages. On December | 
23, we received a 47-pound pack- 
age each. I rationed this for one | 
year, using the proteins as medi- | 
cine. One week, I would have only 
a package of boullion (10 grams), 
and the next week I’d have a can 
of corned beef. This lasted me 
through 1944, the toughest year. 
At the end of 1943, we had begun 
to run short of medicine, so it was | 
a lifesaver. By the end of 1944, 
we began to run short of medicine 
again, and people were weak from 
starvation. The death rate was 
about four per week. Mail, which 
was censored very strictly, was 
passed out, but only about 60 per 
cent of the people received mail 
averaging around six letters. 


Camp Population Grows Steadily 
Weaker—Japs Become Jittery 

July 4, 1944, was a big day. We 
got hold of a bag of sugar, which 
was mixed with the rice, making 
it the best and tastiest dish the 
people had had for a long time. 
By this time we were getting meat 
about once or twice a month... 
60 pounds for the whole camp, 
which at times was horse meat. 
The camp population was steadily 
becoming weaker. Doctors and the 
11 Navy nurses worked continu- 
ously, trying to stave off dysentery 
epidemics of which we had two, 
rumors of cholera, and people get- 
ting sores which turned to ulcers. 
Dentists had no medicine .. . just 
a pair of pliers. Able men talked | 
of escape, but realized that the 
sick would die if left behind. The 
Japs were getting jittery, and the | 
|sentries had already shot two men. 
U. S. Planes Sighted 
| Circling Above 

In September, 1944, there nai 
a continuous rumble to the north- | 
west. When clouds cleared, we 
could see anti-aircraft bursts. Then | 
we saw a huge flight of planes cir- 
cling around... U. S. planes, so 
naturally there was plenty of ex- 
|citement —we would soon eat | 
|again. We then saw a great big 
| flight headed east from Manila, | 
way to the north of us. We knew | 
what they were. On the next day, 
there was another raid. Japs arm- 
ed all around the camp. Five U. S. | 
Grummans flew over, at about 18,- 
000 feet, and dropped a flare 
bomb. I imagine they took a pic- | 
ture. We thought surely we’d be 
out by Christmas. There were 
raids almost daily, and eventually | 
we began to see Army bombers | 
overhead. There were rumors of | 
U. S. landings on Leyte. 
Cats and Dogs Begin to 
Disappear—Some Ate Snails 
| By this time the cats and dogs 
had begun to disappear. People 
were cooking banana and papaya 
trees, which were known as filler. 
Experiments were being conducted | 
to find ways in eating weeds and 
grass. The Japs had cut off prac- 
tically all the food supply except 
for a handful of rice a day and| 
salt, which sold at 100 dollars a 
pound in U. S. cash. There was | 
no sugar at all for the last six 
| months. Tobacco being very scarce, 
|we smoked grass, weeds, and 
|leaves. Getting a light was a 
problem too. At Christmas, four | 
P-38s flew down the valley at 
| about 600 feet, which was a great 
| sight. One crippled plane passed 
| over the camp at about 1,500 feet, 
and went about two miles beyond, 
where the pilot bailed out. Some 





| your 


{spoon of field stew, 
| sick line, 
|in the stomach from overeating. 


AN ALPA MEMBER, “T WAS A PRISONER OF THE JAPS” 


said it was a un others said it 
was an American. It was a Gru- 
mann and almost caused a split in 
the camp. People were accused 


|of being unpatriotic. The popu- 
lation was beginning to crack 


jup too. Some of the people were 
|eating snails. 


Conditions of health 
were declining fast. It was a sad 
| Christmas, with talks of home, the 
good times they had had there, and 
| what they would do next year at 
home. Friends were being buried 
daily. Swellings from beri-beri 
were increasing, and there were no 
cures. We could hear the gunfire 


|to the north and rumors of fight- 


ing in Manila. 


| The Day of Liberation 
|Comes at Last! 


On February 23, 1945, the men, 
|who were able, lined up for the 
7:00 a. m. roll call, and heard the 
rumble of a big flight of planes in 
the distance. The Japs were having 
|their morning exercises after a 
|hearty meal. A flight of C-46s 
came over in formation. We look- 
ed up and saw things dropping 
out. Parachutes opened up and 
paratroopers drifted down north- 
east of the camp. Everyone start- 
ed to yell and returned to the 
barracks. The shooting became 
real hot and we hit the dirt. Some 
of the Jap sentries deserted their 
posts and ran through our bar- 
racks towards their own. The Japs 
were shooting high with machine 
guns, rifles, ete. The Americans 
and Filipinos were firing back and 


getting the Japs. We heard some 
Indian war yells and knew they 
were Americans. By this time 


|the tracers had set fire to the bar- 


racks. Most of us crawled out- 
side. Then we heard someone shout 
to us, “‘Are there any Japs there?” 
We yelled back, “No!” 
Prisoners Rescued—Transported 
to Base Hospital 

A great big paratrooper walked 
over. He seemed to be about seven 
feet tall and heavy set. He told us 
to get down until the firing ceased. 
They went to the opposite side of 


| the camp to clean up the machine 
| gun 


nests. In the meantime the 
planes had an umbrella overhead, 
and one plane had “Rescue” print- 
ed on the side. It was just like 


| Hollywood, only this was real. One 


paratrooper 
the 


found his brother 
next barracks. 


in 
The rumbling 


; Noise which we heard was the Am- 


trucks coming across the lake, and 
the Japs were too stupid to realize 
| what they were. They came uj 
| to remove all the sick cases 
Later they came back to evacu- 
ate the walking people, who had 
by this time walked down to the 
shore of the lake about three miles 
away. The Jap snipers had started 


|in by this time, but they did not de 
| very 


| posite shore of the lake, I watched 


much damage. At the op- 


the trucks transporting people to 
the base hospital. With the Am- 


| trucks coming in and the plane 


buzzing the beach, it was really 
something. At 5:00 p. m., a soldie 


| came over to tell us it was the las 


convoy. We left for the next hop 
The Army checked everyone in 
At the next table the Red Cros 
had a full display of all brand 
of cigarettes . . . you could tak: 
pick. We also took a bo: 
of matches and a bar of chocolat« 
each, and then hit the Army chov 
line. As soon as the people ate on« 
there was 

due to the gas formin;: 


Gains Pound a Day First 


|Month at Home—Back on Job 


Eventually we received trans 


| portation via the ATC to Biak, an: 


then home to the U. S. by plane 
During the first month, I gained 
pound a day, and then tapered of! 
Now I’m back on the job agai 
| with the ATC, Consairways. I at 
tribute my good state of healt 


} upon my return to one pint of px 


tassium permanganate. I’m no 
feeling sorry for myself, and ar 
tinsel busy. 





Are you wearing an ALPA 
emblem? If you aren’t, you cer- 
tainly should be. Available at 
Headquarters for 50c_ each. 
“EMBLEMIZE” now. 
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45 [November 1945 ___ THE AIR LINE PILOT Five 
I From Washington Slipstream 

——_— : - —4 
it The recent series of three Na- | busily engaged in a campaign of |CAA-ATA Confer 

‘ tional Airlines crashes in rapid | dusting off files. The swivel chair A chummy get-together between 

i succession has focused the atten- boys are showing tendencies to|the CAA and the carrier boys on 

aca tion of the Civil Aeronautics | shake reproving fingers under the |the ATA operations committee 

pu- 3oard safety bureau on the Buc-|noses of pilots who transgress took place in Washington the lat- 
aa caneer Route’s operations. The|Wwhat other arm chair citizens have |ter pari of October. For four 
“ Bureau’s investigators spent some | decided are proper rules for flying|days the carrier representatives 
ere five days conducting hearings on|an airplane. In several instances | expounded; the CAA listened; the 
Ith two of these crashés during Octo-|in the last several weeks, these | announcement after the confab 
- WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS AIRPORT? ber. It will be interesting to see|guardians of the public have at-|was to the effect that substantial 
ie By CAPTAIN WARREN HITT—Braniff how valid their conclusions will be|tempted to suspend or revoke pi-|agreement was reached on every 
and Editor’s Comment: It is noted that the author of this article states, | about what caused these crashes | lots’ licenses for incidents months|count. This was no surprise. 

Pro LPA should make it a definite part of its activities to not only assist | when the Board’s accident reports|and even a year or more old. In fact, so the announcement 
‘ied but to dominate the designing of any airport which the air line pi- |... issued some months hence. | Therefore, hark ye lads who earn |blandly continued, the conference 
ss hal gy ean ee ee ee a As usual, the pilots were sub- your livelihood in our uncertain | was considered of such value that 
0 ‘ e air } s e ‘ ae ’ “ sialic es er - . . . . 

fire il de pt aaa pom Then what happens? The airport en-| jected to implied if not ackanl | TERROR, exams pour pam and |it was decided to repeat i in the 
rht- eers get in their devastating licks. Next come the politicians and | criticism. It is significant that the | Suard your future, for the CAA future. One redeeming feature 
3 it they can do to a good airport plan is—well, it’s plenty. But these | National pilots have since passed | boys are out in force with their | about this shindig was the fact 

groups are elementary when it comes to what the air line officials | yigid series of CAA flight ye- | magnifying glasses. that they publicized it; at least 
we seg m4 do to poe —, — hes ry ne yo apes a checks literally with flying colors, | that is a step in the right direc- 
wild mess. ere, one of te world s best arirpor LS Jas J ri ° arr ‘ ‘ . eae “ e tion. 
en, the ALPA. | Was it adopted—ce rtainly not. The carriers through er ae alae ee pwr’ Night Is For Sleep Many problems of great interest 
the devious political maneuvering and the power of what they will pay le a fr hence tHiey came | to air line pilots were hashed over 
rent forced the adoption of the world’s worst airport plan, com-| places Trom whence they came. ———— s Bie age 

the ily referred to as the tangential scheme layout. Now they’re hell- In view of the evidence and tes- | (Continued from Page ® Col. 5 by the carriers and the CAA, for 
ithaes + to do the same at Chicago. Oh, yes, there’s a lot more to this than timony obtained during these in-| ~~~ example: V HF equipment, take- 
ying ts the eye. ; ; ; ; ; vestigations, the actions of the | ths month. It takes the rag off off weights, pilot route qualifica- 
ra I do not know who is responsible for the design of the airports Cal and CAA : Cre s the bush in more ways than one |tions, standard passenger weights, 

‘ ov . bes : : a a AB anc AA in their handling | cam : ; 4 oye 
-46s ch the air line pilots are using today. Many of these airports “just f this situati ill } ratched | 2” the activities of certain of our | crew composition on C-54s, and so 
nok- ved;”’ others were designed by engineers and people who drive cars. ak te — a teks Sa Py os Civil Aeronautics Administration | forth. Probably you will be hear- 
ping eae what is done is done, and no wreath which we might lay on a _—— = riends Of air line bureaucrate. Read Dickerman’s |ing the carriers telling how the 
and grave of the airport designers will improve the basic layouts. | safety in Washington. | <Washinat Slinetream” ee CAA wants thin. ond the CAA do 
ee vever, ALPA should make it a definite part of its activities to not | PCA-NE Merger Rumor eT ee ee ee eo Bin 
rth- assist in, but to DOMINATE the designing of any airports which : : up to date on what goes on in our mands that, and the CAA will get 
tart- air line pilots use. By the time you read this, the Capitol City— the city of magnifi-|you if you don’t do something ; 

the 1 odds are that another in the series | cent differences and bigger and|well, you are over 21, figure it 
ame 8 Nansas 8 of air line mergers will have been | better political double-crosses. out. 
ome /3 l Grr 6 announced. Rumor in Washing- | Enough ok Secs Tenis —John M. Dickerman 
heir DALLAS KF TERMINAL ton has had a Pennsylvania-Cen- | Enough of such twaddle, so let’s ; 
bar- ’ s tral-Northeast merger as a practl-| set on with what ALPA’s work-|November 7 and 8. He was ably 
nore ot ee? 7} oe . | 7" se , ~ : _ a ing people did during the month | assisted by pilot conferees W. R. 
hine | weeks. ivil Aeronautics Board | o¢ November. ALPA’s President | Sewell, E. P. O’Donnell, R. W. Hil- 
cans approval will have to be secured Behncke led off with a week-end | lier, and K. E. Ropp, all of Local 

and 18 under the law before such a mer- trip on November 2 to Cambria, | Council No. 11, PCA-Washington; 
some A y ger can be effected. In the event Wisconsin, the sleepy little Wis- W. J. McDonough and M. D. 
they > | FiG_d such a petition is filed, ALPA will | consin town where he spent his | Gertz, of Local Council No. 32, 
time f = . i coger permission of the CAB to boyhood. The occasion was to fin- |PCA-Detroit. The company rep- 
bar- L1G ~d 18 honed — prggtnbede ge wapeee-d similar ish with his work as one of the | resentatives were R. M. Averill, as- 
out- : — 4 ial — to protect the rights of the | executors of his father’s estate, | sistant to the vice-president and 
hout | pilots on both carriers. Charles Behncke, who died on July|the company’s lawyer; J. A. 
re? Washington Labor Pains 8, 1945. Mr. Behncke returned to | Brooks, superintendent of flight 
/ > q The recent flood of strikes which | Chicago on November 5, where he | operations; W. R. Manchester, op- 
ted | ; are a product of the transition|soon took sick. After spending |erations manager; J. H. Carmi- 
A | : : from war to peace—and thus a/|about a week at his home, he was | chael, vice-president; Dr. Edward 
alked | . 2 natural economic manifestation— |taken to the Holy Cross Hospital, | Lederer, director of personnel; 
seven ly seems to have stirred our anti-la-| where he spent another week be-|and E. M. Fitch of ATA. Mr. 
Id us | 4 fig _ bor legislative fraternity to heights |fore being well enough again to|Christie reported that the confer- 
ased. LF- of condemnation. A gander at the|return to his duties at ALPA/ences were reasonably successful. 
de of A survey of all airports now used by ALPA members might pos- | crystal ball indicates some new la- | Headquarters. As is his custom,|Quite a large number of the 
chine y be in order. It would be a good time to do something now be- | bor legislation recommendations | he never gets very far away from| amendments were agreed to and 
e the se many airports are planning for postwar expansion. The pilots will emanate soon from the White | ALPA affairs, even when he is on| others were left for further dis- 
head, » use these airports are the people who should be consulted. Let House. It appears that a strength- | the sick list. While away from |cussion at future meetings. 

> engineers who draw the plans talk to the pilots while they are| Bri seine ie -lthe office, he worked his edi TI . 1 aa = 
a ining—not after the concrete has been poured. Then, after the air- ened government conciliation or|the office, he worked on his edi- he company conferees asked 
t like has been in use for a while, they should conduct a survey among | Mediation service together with a phone, keeping up with ALPA’s|a number of questions regarding 
. One pilots to find out what mistakes not to make on the next one, and public fact finding board will be |most important happenings, both | the Association’s attitude on rates 
er in it modifications should be made on the existing one. seriously considered. at home and in the hospital. When | of pay for four-engined equipment. 
ibling ALPA Should Use Its Influence _ ; ; If this type of labor dispute set- questioned by the Headquarters ALPA-Sponsored ACMA Polls 836 
» Am- I suggest the AIR LINE PILOT carry a column in which various | tlement machinery is adopted, it | Staff on what the doctors said | Mechanics’ Representation Votes 
> and nbers could complain about situations which irk them. Perhaps | \.i)) parallel the structure of the | When they turned him loose from On November 9, K. J. Ulrich 
esline PA could use its influence to produce some improvements. As WY | peter teher Act Thich “nee the hospital, he commented, “Oh, n Novem ber 9, K. J. rich, 

tribution to such a column, I offer my comments on Love Field, |; Pies : aC, Wit nas t h.” They did sav thi one of ALPA’s leading employ- 
ten. las, and Municipal Airport, Kansas City. functioned so well for many years. pss — rv AMey id Say one thing’ ment agreement negotiators, left 
cases Dallas Airport Bottleneck Easily Solved Air line pilots can be proud of ond > inert — adamant sont &, Headquarters for New York. His 
-vacu- Dallas, Texas, has a pretty good airport in terms of utility. It is|the fact that their Association which was, You re going to have mission was to assist with the rep- 
o ha sible to land north, south, east, southeast, or northwest and get to| brought the blessings of this great | 0 start sleeping nights like every- resentation election of all Ameri- 
to the ramp with very little taxiing and in a reasonable amount of time. | law to air line labor in 1936 when | body else does, or we'll be seeing | ... eae sage Pe eigen a: 

. : we : ne es op can Airlines mechanics. Mr. Ul- 
mile: vever, their design leaves a definite bottleneck on south take-offs. | it secured the enactment of Title | Y9% 800” again. rich’s entrance into this picture 
Larter s is because no taxi strip connects with the north end of the N-S| yy o¢ that Act. Every pilot would | Christie Goes to Washington aeip ihagensee of B. . pom 
: way. The solution is very simple and should not be very expen- f : 7 ’ “a ay wea was the spear nead of the very first 
not dc ee it hs Rivetitggvon Gs AY ? do well to know that law and be J. C. Christie, of ALPA’s Em-| oficial activities of the Air Car- 
“ee but it has not been made. W a re x lad tae hin Tie maine 4 ii aah Wiel rE ne é 

E Figure (1) is a drawing of Love Field, Texas. The part in the |8'@¢ that he has escapec the un- | ployment Agreemen Jepartment, rier Mechanics Association, which 
atches le causes most of the trouble. Figure (2), an enlargement of the |¢certainty and turmoil of other la- | left Headquarters on November 6 | is being sponsored by the Air Line 
ple t ircled area in Fig. 1, shows a solution which would help greatly, boring men by having clear-cut|to act as the lead spokesman at pijots Association. Mr. Ulrich 
2 Am Figure (3), also an enlargement of the encircled area in Fig. 1,|and definite procedures for set-|PCA agreement amendment con- . naanioe 
plane vs a preferable and more complete solution. — ‘ : 7 tlement of the almost inevitable |ferences held in Washington on! (Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 
really The arrangement in Figure (3) would permit holding aircraft on | disputes which arise in our work- | : = 
soldie 1 sides of either runway 18 or runway 13 ready for immediate a-day world. F RAMA TICS 
he las e-off. The capacity for take-offs from these runways could un- ALPA 1 ALSO STUDENT O D 
xt hop btedly be doubled by this arrangement. In many cases when a ; eneronens 

‘ ling aircraft is on base leg there is ample time for a normal take- Again with almost clock-like > 
ea but not time for an aircraft to be taxied to the end of the runway | precision ALPA has stepped in to This month the AIR LINE PI- ° 
Cros then to take-off. This results in some pilots using less than the | protect the seniority and employ- | LOT presents an attractive, green- 
brand re runway in order to expedite traffic, which isn’t good practice. | nent rights of air line pilots. This | eyed, tall brunette miss who ranks 
yg es ag eorg: +g Se parang 3 Gasigaet r : [time American Airlines has pe-| fifth in seniority as assistant book- 

a bo Love Field is not the only airport with this condition. The South | /... = : pe k a‘ ALPA’s staff. She is 
ocolat -off at the Kansas City Municipal Airport (see Figure 4) is an- titioned the CAB to permit ee a SS ee or pa - 
> chov r example. It is not uncommon to see two or three air line ships | @¢quisition of Mid-Continent. In | NORMA RUTH ENGBLAD who 
ste ons he taxi strip waiting while each one taxies to the end, turns around, other words, this is part of the old has been with the Association for 
was comes zipping by the nose of the next ship in line. Then another |air line game—if you cannot get | two _and one-half years. Well- 
: must taxi north to the end, etc. more new routes, buy ’em. Thus, | qualified for the position, she as- 
— 100 Sq. Yds. of Ramp Would Be a Good Investment _ with all the elements of a setthe sists our chief bookkeeper, Kath- 
ting. Who planned that anyway? The best correction for this is not | fight in the picture, it is expected |ryn Moller, with all the details 
‘ly as good as a correct design would have been originally, but that everybody and his brother in| Which go into every bookkeeping 
Job ire (5) shows how a taxi strip would help. Another gripe about i lee Blan SIRE + |department—billing for dues and 
trans Kansas City airport is the fact that the north end of the terminal | ‘?€ @!r line business will be in evi- | r Lin F ti ae = Pres : t 
shea p is so narrow that you cannot taxi past a parked aircraft without dence during this proceeding. The | 0 tony re re —" vee — sn 
ates ng the concrete. About 100 square yards of ramp would certainly CAB s route policy or rather lack = S for salaries, typing, ant 
os good investment. of one will come in for a severe | Shorthand. 
ained - SS ee | Shaking in this dog fight. Too of-|A Native Chicagoan 
red of MAGNESIUM WINGS FOR NAVY PLANES ten the financial boys who manipu-| With her winning ways and 
Ta Airplane a goarirngany. entirely of poset — — in|late these deals lose sight of the | pleasing personality, Miss Engblad 
ig Soa t for more than a year on Navy training planes. Work has been in}human factor—namely, the job|makes’ friends easily. A native 
healt pr cress on the magnesium wing project by the Dew. Chemical Com lrights and. privileges of the em-|Chicagoan, she is a graduate of | NORMA RUTH ENGBLAD 
lei boa nen 1hen, ; | ployees of the respective carriers. | McKay Grammar School and Har-|and single—but—. One day in 
nd al The original set of wings was designed for the Navy’s SNJ-2 ad- ALPA will be in there pitching as | per High School. She was also | September, she came to the office 

: ‘ed trainer built by North American Aviation, Inc. After static usual when this proposal comes up |a student of dramatics. Now do|fashing a beautiful diamond on 

and certain minor changes in design. in 1942, 30 sets of the wings |for an airing before the CAB. | you still want to argue about your | her left hand. By the way, her 

ere ordered. ‘ : CAA Busybodies |bills? Before coming to work for | hobby is collecting jewelry. A 

RLPA | Berle, as recenty amounced that these wings have teas in regular |" Speaking of our aviation police-|ALPA, Norma had two, yeurt’ es |nice addition to your eollectlan, 
eur saved perth elltsag 0 ete ta ’ wren | men—and who doesn’t in the ont = Nee se ey Rp “es 4 Norma! : ; 

ble at In addition to the aluminum wing, standard on NSJ models, wings | ©°U"S® of a good cuss session—it A or and stenographer for a aw- | ALPA values having Miss Eng- 

each. | #{ low carbon steel, stainless steel, plywood, and other materials have {Seems that the CAA Enforcement | yer- |blad on its staff as much as Miss 


iso been tested. The magnesium wing is reported to be lighter than Section ensconced in the Marble|A Nice Collection, Norma | Engblad 


for 
he standard aluminum wing. | Halls of the Commerce Building is Miss Engblad is 20 years old | ALPA. 
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PAA Photo 
This Pan American World Airways flight crew, primed for a survey flight covering stops in North Am- 


By FRANK L. SWAIM 
Council No. 12, UAL 
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a column for the AIR LINE PI- | weleome back, boys, you did 1F Bledsoe, | 
|LOT for nearly two years. Now| gwol] job in the service, and it's 6’, AA-Tran 
“vouse” guys are going to have good to see you around again. re held at 
{something under the heading of | lots of excitement and enthu-@i its confe: 
| UAL Council No. 12, even if it siasm is being waxed in this pa tf’ kesman f 
aa ~ |of the country as to new sche.[)’ W- Brazn 
|gotiators and he forthwith pro-| yles, new equipment, ete.  Wepfi ght operati 


cussion ws 


| Finally a New ICD Supplemental four-engined equipment and wh.tpe “tion whic 
| Agreement Is Signed it will mean to our future. Hov.-f)° propos 
| These sorts of things take |eyer, when you get to pinnirg my surplu: 

strange twists and turns and de-| down the facts, it seems a lorgp!! emsed equ 
| spite everything, more conferences | way off. It will be nice when ences qui 


were scheduled between the com- 
|pany and the Association on No- 
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erica, Africa, and South America, pause before take-off for the camera in the shadow of the DC-4 to be used | Vember “~ 27, 28, and 29, and/|in, and being able to fly over t) y —— 
on the inspection tour. In addition to the regular stops on the mid-Atlantic run, the crew was to visit Lisbon, | December 2 and, believe it or not, top of some of the en route weat i- yperly neg 
Casablanca, Tindeuf, Atar, Dakar, Bathurst, Benson and Roberts Fields, Recife, Natal, Point Neire, and Leopold-|an agreement was reached and the | o; which is not the greatest reement ct 
ville. This was the first time that a civilian plane of American registry had visited many of these ports since |famous ICD Supplemental Agree- pleasures. es, and ¢ 
the end of World War II. The crew is (standing, |. to r.) A. M. Tibbetts, route check navigator; F. A. Herman-|ment, replacing the Letter of nt. Oppe 
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at least a 51 per cent majority of | Agreement Department is prepar- aeroge that re Regen —e °|\This series of conferences gives edge eagh. teipsioe gi woes y be 
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= — November 25 again found Mr. : siti No. 4, TWA 
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ATOMIC CRATER lines pilots’ agreement. These y represel 
ce amendments were proposed quite ~ TA chief | 
Major J. E. Kimm, Northwest || 4 long time ago on May 29, 1945, gta'xed about 


Airlines pilot on military leave 
with the Air Transport Com- 
mand and ALPA member, re- 
cently flew Washington cor- 
respondents and intelligence of- 
ficers connected with the atomic 
bomb project to Alamagordo 
Field, New Mexico, and visited 
the scene of the first atomic 
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and are now almost complete. The 
latest meetings were held on No- 
vember 26 and 27. Speaking for 
the pilots were ALPA Vice-Pres- 
ident and Chairman of Council No. 
45, MCA-Kansas City, P. C. Wal- 
ters; R. G. Francis and A. J. Jas- | 
ter, all of the same local council 





bomb explosion with them. in Kansas City. The company rep- el an adve 

Later in the day, he piloted || resentatives were J. A. Cunning- | has be 
the plane that carried the first |} ham, _vice-president—operations; | A Pilots’ 
civilians ever to fly over the {/Carol Ward, personnel director;| ment and 
bomb crater. Kimm flew the big and W. O. Warren, chief pilot. | rd on De 
plane within 100 feet of the Christie reports that all amend-| | cond Whitti 
atomic crater to give his pas- Novemb 


ments were agreed to except the | 
one relating to increased pay for | 
vacations which, he believes, pre- | 
sents no great obstacle. | = 
Ulrich Is Lead Spokesman 
for TWA Pilots 

While Mr. Christie was busy in | 
Kansas City, Mr. Ulrich, both of | 
ALPA’s Employment Agreement | 


Department, met with the TWA of-| Captain Dunbar Bair (in uniform), United Air Lines pilot, who is being congratulated by E. R. Litsing 


sengers a close-up air view. 
Major Kimm, whose family 
lives at Lutsen, Minn., expects 
to return to Northwest Airlines 
as soon as he is discharged. 
During the war, he piloted ATC 
planes over the air routes of the 
five continents. Because he pi- 
loted a great many of the offi- 
cers and experts connected with 
the development of the atomic 
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This time it’s a 1946 Ford sedan, the first to be de 
livered to a buyer in the Chicago area. It went t 
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bomb, he had known of its de- ficials at the Palmer House in Chi- | who made the sale. Gathered around Captain Bair’s old 1931 Model “A” are (from left) George J. Mo a py Mere 
velopment for many months be- || ©2° concerning the company’s In-| gan, vice-president-sales; Jack Mills, assistant manager, Chicago branch Ford Motor Company; Eugen em Board 
fore its use. tercontinental: Division Supplemen- | Mance, vice-president, and C. E. Becker, both of the Litsinger Motor Company. Jeanie Wayne is at t is schedul: 
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SOME AIR LINES TRY TO JUMP THE GUN 


(Continued from Page 6, Col. 4) 


omise to be long, 
ehly controversial. 


st another 


heated, and 
Oh well, it’s 
day’s work for ALPA 
d nothing to get excited about. 
Another Conference with AA 
November 30, there 
rules conditions of em- 
yment conference. This time it 
American Airlines. Chief 
%kesmen for the pilots were Mr. 
ristie, of ALPA headquarters 
ff; Chairman D. T. Harris, 
“al Council No. 39, AA-Chica- 
and AA Master Chairman J. 
Bledsoe, of Local Council No. 
f AA-Transoceanic. Conferences 
re held at ALPA headquarters 
its conference room, and the 
/kesman the company was 
Braznell, superintendent of 
ht operations. The subject of 
ussion was a quickie cargo op- 
tion which American Airlines 
proposing to operate 
ny surplus C-54 experimentally 
nsed equipment. These 
neces quickly got into a 
and the Association protested 
yrously against flying improp- 
licensed aircraft without a 
perly negotiated supplemental 


On was an- 


er and 


Ss on 


for 


con- 


eement covering rates of pay, 
2s, and conditions of employ- 
Opposition waxed heated- | 
ip and down the entire Amer- 
Airlines network, and on De- 
iber 3, 1945, the services of 
Nat “- il Mediation Board were 
yked by telegram sent by Pres- 
nt Behncke of ALPA 
Letter of Agreement 
Signed with NWA 
ther employment agreement 
ypenings in November was the 
ing of the Northwest Airlines 
ter of Agreement on November 
1945, covering its Special and 
iporary Transcontin ental Pas- 
rer Operation. This agreement 
been in the mill since August 
945 


Certain Companies Attempt 
to Jump the Gun 


The activities of the Employ- 


nt Agreement Department are 
ny and varied, and indications 
that many conferences will be 
1 soon relating to C-54E Army 
plus four-motored equipment. 
s equipment is being rebuilt 
will shortly appear on the air 
s in impressive numbers bear- 
regular NC licenses and com- 


ng in all other 
ulations, safety 
trouble with 
some of the 
pting to jump the gun by fly- 
these Army surplus planes 
with NX experimental licenses and 
wthout having them properly re- 


ways with CAB 
and otherwise. 
this matter 
air lines 


is 


are at- 


t. As usual the wishy-washy 
C\A has somehow found a way 
to permit this out-of-line and ex- 

nely bad practice. 


F. - November—Many Grievances 
Mr. P. Kilgore, of the Griev- 

e Department left Headquar- 
on November 7, 1945, for 
K»asas City, where he represent- 
B. H. Doler, of Local Council 

N.. 4, TWA, Los Angeles, in an 
eal hearing before H. H. Gal- 
TWA operations manager, on 

N:. vember 8, 1945. The company 
by KR: D. 
pilot at Chicago, 
having a lot 
failed to present any of 
this hearing. This created an 
because the 
present a 
fense to charges that had 
substantiated by the 
evidence. Within the 
Mr. Gallup rend- 
decision, and the 
has been submitted to the 
\ Pilots’ System Board of Ad- 
nent and will be heard by the 


Rae, 
who 
evi- 
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taxed about 
e, but 


of 


situation 
could 


rtunate 
A ciation 
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not 


pany’s 
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pel iod, 
adverse 


d on December 12, 1945. 
nd Whitting Hearing in Chicago 
November 10, 1945, there was 
ppeal hearing in the case of R. 
Vhitting vs. United Air Lines, 
which was held in Chicago be- 
O. T. Larson, assistant to vice- 
lent in « harge of operations Mr. 
ing came from San Francisco, 
e he is based, to Chicago for this 
ng and was represented by Mr. 
ore The company’s case was 
nted by T. H. Daly from the 
of general counsel on UAL. 


Larson’s 
ng 


ous 


decision in this appeal 
substantiated the company’s 
lecision and the case has 
submitted to the UAL Pilots’ 
*m Board of Adjustment where 
; scheduled to be heard on or 
About January 10, 1946 


of | 
| leased shortly after 
| lie 


| to 
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Inman Case Heard by TWA 
Pilots’ System Board of Adjustment 
On November 12, 1945, Mr. Kilgore 
again went to Kansas City, where on 
November 13, 1945, the A. P. Inman 
case, which has been outstanding for 
approximately 18 months, was heard 
by the TWA Pilots’ System Board of 
Adjustment. The Board, for this 
hearing, consisted of W. N. Gorham, 
acting chairman, and H. H. Gallup 
for the company; Felix Preeg and T. 
S. Poquette as Association members 
of the Board. The company’s case 
was presented by R. S. Hogueland 
and the defense case by Mr. Kilgore. 
Mr. Inman flew as a captain on the 
ICD division of TWA and was re- 
his brother, Rol- 
Inman, was killed in the early 
spring of 1944. The company failed 
present any real 


introduced a letter from the 
suggesting his removal. At this writ- 


with B. C. Dickerson, a first pilot on 
Delta Air Lines, and various com- 
pany officials, preparing to defend 
Mr. Dickerson against certain 
charges made by the CAA. On Fri- 
day morning, November 23, 1945, 
George Cushing, operations manager, 
L. W. Camp, Delta attorney, Mr. 
Dickerson, C. Walker, council 
crash representative, and other wit- 
nesses flew from Atlanta to Shreve- 
port for a hearing before the CAA 
examiner which took place on the 
afternoon and evening of November 
23, 1945. At this writing, the exam- 
iner’s report has not been issued and 


Army | 


evidence as to} 
| why Inman was released, but merely 


p. m. at night, Mr. Dickerman pre- 
sented the First Pilot O’Neal case to 


the National Airlines Pilots’ System 
Board of Adjustment with First Pi- 
lots Palmer Holmes and R. Z. Peck | 


representing the Association and Wil- 
liam I. Denning, company 
and Harry Parker representing the 
company. The pilots in attendance 
were Charles Ruby, H. Clark, Paul 
V. White, 
National. National was 
by G. T. Baker, National’s president, 
and E. J. Kershaw, vice-president of 
operations. The O’Neal case 


¢ is now 
in the hands of the Adjustment | 
Board. Mr. Dickerman returned to 


Washington via EAL on December 1 
ALPA Engineering Department 
Has Busy November 

The ALPA Engineering and Air 
Safety Department started the month 


| of November with a lengthy meeting 


| ing 


ing, the Board of Adjustment has 
not rendered a decision. 
ALPA Defends Dickerson, C&S, 
at CAA Hearing 

On November 21, 1945, Mr. Kil- 
gore left Headquarters for Atlanta, 
Georgia, where he spent the 22nd | 
| (Thanksgiving Day) in conference 


the outcome of the case is still un-| 
certain. 
Hearing on American 
Overseas Airways ; 
On November 26, 1945, Mr. Kilgore 


left Headquarters for New York 
where on November 27, 1945, he rep- 
resented G. L. Paxton in an appeal 


hearing before James G. Flynn, vice- 
president, operations, of American 
Overseas Airways. At this writing a 
decision in this case has not been re- 
ceived. 
All American Sporting for Action 
On November 27, 1945, while en 
route to Chicago from New York, 
Mr. Kilgore stopped and spent a day 
in Pittsburgh conferring with the 
pilots of All American Aviation. 
These pilots have been in the process 
of setting up a council for some time, 


and Mr. Kilgore reports that while 
their group is small, what they lack 
in quantity they certainly have in 


quality. 
boys 
type 


He states further that these 
are doing a rather hazardous 
of flying (mail pick-up) where a 
high degree of precision is required. 
They are flying single-engine equip- 
ment with one pilot and a flight me- 
chanic who handles the pick-up reel. 
This company is owned by the Du- 
Ponts of Wilmington, Delaware, and 
far the pilot-company relations 
have all been satisfactory. However, 
these pilots realize that their rights, 
both with the company and in CAA 
matters, can only be properly han- 
dled by ALPA and are now anxious 
to become a regular council and have 
a contract negotiated. 
Bureaucrats Are Active 
During the month of 
several cases have been 
our attention, which the 
is handling, wherein the 


so 


November, 


Association 
CAA 


brought to | 


is at- | 


tempting to revoke pilots’ licenses. 
It appears that the CAA has in-| 
creased their legal staff or some- 


thing, but the important point is: To 
all members—If you get any corres- 
pondence from the CAA or CAB re- 


garding any alleged violations, con- 
tact the Grievance Department at 
Headquarters immediately. Do not 
forfeit any hearings. 


Dickerman, Grievance 
Department Pinch Hitter 
M. Dickerman left Washington 

D. C., on November 16 and arrived 
in Jacksonville, Florida, 
ber 17. The purpose of the trip was 
to handle the W. M. Corry grievance 
case and other miscellaneous griev- 
ances. On November 17 and 18, Mr. 
Dickerman had meetings with R. Z. 
Peck, Palmer Holmes, Charles Ruby, 
Harry Bay, and W. M. Corry, all of 
Local Council No. 8, National. On 
November 19, the initial hearing in 
the Corry case was held before act- 
ing Chief Pilot Clyde Andrews with 
E. J. Kershaw, vice-president of ope- 
rations, in attendance. Corry was re- 
leased on October 29, 1945, from Na- 
tional Airlines as an outgrowth of 
his crash at Lakeland, Florida, on 
October 4, 1945. Mr. Dickerman also 
had a conference with Mr. Kershaw 
on the 19th to begin clearing up cer- 
tain long-standing pilot complaints 
and grievances pertaining to pilot 
pay, flight time limitations, ete. Mr. 
Dickerman returned to Washington 
via EAL on November 20. 
Many Grievances on National 

Mr. Dickerman’s ‘second trip to 
Jacksonville, Florida, was begun on 
November 28 and he arrived there on 
November 29. The purpose of this 
trip was to handle the Harry Bay 
and H. L. Hoffman grievance cases 
on National Airlines. On November 
30, Mr. Dickerman met with Charles 
Ruby, Palmer Holmes, R. Z. Peck, 
Harry Bay, Maston G. O'Neal, and 
H. L. Hoffman, all of Local Council 
No. 8, National. On November 30, 
the first appeal hearing in the griev- 
ance case of Copilot Harry Bay was 
begun at 9:30 a. m. before E, J. Ker- 
shaw, vice-president of operations. 
Copilot Paul V. White was present 
in addition to First Pilot Charles 
Ruby. At 11 o’clock the same 
ing, the first appeal hearing of Co- 
pilot H. L. Hoffman was begun be- 
fore Mr. Kershaw with the same 
parties present. At 2:00 p. m. on No- 
vember 30, continuing through 9:30 


| Council 


| UAL Council No. 


of the ALPA Engineering and Air- | 
worthiness Advisory Committee on 
Friday, November 2. Committee 
members in attendance at the meet- 
were ALPA Secretary L. 

Harris and J. B. Boyd, of AA Coun- 
cil No. 39, Chicago; R. G. Strait and 
J. I. Schnaubelt, of TWA Council 

25, Chicago; W. A. Ransom, of 
12, Chicago; David 
ALPA president; and 
Linnert, ALPA engineer. 

In addition to the main objective 
of this meeting, which was to pre- 
pare plans for the committee’s West 
Coast trip for inspection of new air 
line aircraft being built at the Con- 
solidated-Vultee, Douglas, and Lock- 
heed aircraft manufacturing plants, 
the following subjects were 
cussed: Reinstallation of the 

matic 
for the automatic pilot on all air line 
flying equipment; collision 
devices; and discussion of flight en- 
fZineers as crew members on the 
larger air line aircraft. 

Desirable Features in New 
Air Line Aircraft 

Regarding the 

line airplanes, 


No. 


L. Behncke, 
=. 


G. 


picture of new air 
a report entitled, ‘‘De- 
sirable Features in Air Line Air- 
craft,’’ containing numerous recom- 
mendations by the ALPA Engineer- 
ing Committee and the ALPA Engi- 
neering Department, is being pre- 
pared, to be submitted at a later 
date to the transport aircraft manu- 
facturers visited by the ALPA En- 
gineering Department. The purpose 
of this report will be to make known 
ALPA’s views and demands for the 
new air liners soon to be put into 
scheduled air line flying. 

A routine work activity of the 
ALPA Engineering De ~partment is re- 
ceiving letters from the CAA for 
ALPA approval of applications re- 
garding miscellaneous obstructions, 
radio realignments, ete. In Novem- 
ber, more than 90 letters went out 
to the ALPA councils on these 
proposed erections and at the end of 
the month, another 50 were sched- 
uled for mailing as fast as possible 
during the first week of December. 
It is important that careful consid- 
eration and study be given these 
CAA letters, both from the stand- 
point of present and future sched- 
uled air line operation so that noth- 
ing will be overlooked that might 
later become a hazard to air 
flying. 

Association Opposes CAR 
60.110 Amendment 

On August 1, 1945, S60.110 of the 
Civil Air Regulations became effec- 
tive. 


civil air regulation which permitted 
CFR flying at 700 feet at the base of 


the clouds with one mile visibility 
except in an approach area or a 
control zone. On July 6, 1945, 


ALPA’s engineer brought S60.110 be- 
fore the ALPA Central Executive 
for discussion. He stated 
this paragraph was dangerous to air | 


|}line flying and he _ exhibited a 
sketched illustration showing the | 
possibility of collision hazards exist- 


on Novem- | 


|amount 


morn- | 


ing under this regulation. After con- 
siderable discussion, the CEC recom- 
mended that the old CFR flight regu- 
lations be reinstated. To further this 
argument, Mr. Behncke requested the 
ALPA Engineering Department to 
prepare a study report showing vari- 
ous illustrations of the collision dan- 
gers existing when flying is being 
done as permitted by the new CAR 
$60.110. This illustrated report has 
been completed and is in the hands 
of ALPA’s Washington representa- 
tive, J. M. Dickerman, who will 
again take the matter 
Civil Aeronautics 
Engineering and 
Committee Leave 

Engineering 
for the month 
with ALPA’s 


Administration. 
Airworthiness 
for West Coast 
Department activities 
of November ended 
engineer and _ four 


ALPA Engineering Committee mem- | 


bers (L. W. Harris and J. B. Boyd, 
of Council No. 39, AA-Chicago; W. A. 
Ransom, of Council No. 12, UAL-Chi- 
cago; and A, A. McIlwraith, 
cil No. 25, TWA-Chicago, proxy 
Chairman R. G. Strait) leaving 
the West Coast on Wednesday, No- 
vember 28, for their inspection tour 
of the West Coast 
which are 
air line 

The Douglas C-54E and Lock- 
heed C-69 larger, faster, and more 
productive four-motored equipment 
rates of pay and related working 
conditions negotiations are by far 
the most important task facing 
ALPA in the months just ahead. 
It’s a big job and one that takes 
patience, of a goodly 
of common sense and, lest 
we forget, one hell of a lot of just 
plain hard work. All these things 
are necessary to get the job done. 
Moreover, this one situation in 
which there can be no rocking of 
the boat. So long now! 


for 


planning and building new 
planes. 


exercise 


is 


lawyer, | 


all of Local Council No. 8, | 
represented | 


dis- | 
; auto- | 
pilot on DC-3s and provisions | 


warning | 


line | 


Prior to its becoming effective, | 
ALPA voiced objections to this new | 


up with the | : 


of Coun- | 


for | 


aircraft factories | 








the 
Airis Pilots 














HARPOONS 
She said she felt like a young colt, but she looked more like an 
old .45.... Mint julep: depth bomb with a southern drawl... . A new 
mink coat can sometimes be made out of an old goat. 


| 


| HERE’S A POOCH THAT'S GOT A LINE 
| Pete the Pooch, 
an able seaman, ties 
up this 83-foot 
Coast Guard cutter 
at its berth in Le- 
Havre, France. Pete 
is a mooring expert. 
He goes into the sea 
after the line, brings 
it ashore, and then 
|makes the vessel 
fast to the dock. It’s 
all in a day’s work 
for this sea dog who, 
|unlike other pooch- 
es, has only one pur- 
pose for a bollard. 
After Pete’s job is 
done, a bearded 
Coast Guardsman 
| lifts Pete the Pooch 
| out of the sea as he 
comes to the one 
spot in his duties 
when he needs out- 
side assistance. Pete 
carries the line be- 
tween his teeth. He 
is an expert at guid- 
ing Coast Guard 
cutters into dock. 
It’s quite a stunt for 
a dog and unusual 
indeed. The wire 
haired fox terrier 
famed for his per- 
formance and 
widely known up 
and down the wa- 
terfront of this 
seacoast town. 





is 


1S 





IT’S “NO GO” 

We never like to claim any good story as the ultimate because 
another soon comes along better than the last one. Here’s one brought 
all the way from Lima, Peru, about llamas by William P. Kilgore, of 
ALPA’s Grievance Department. 


The llama is a very sensitive creature, in many ways, like the 
|air line pilot. It will carry exactly 40 pounds of cargo on its back, 
and no more, which must be evenly distributed, that is, exactly 20 


| pounds on each side. The c. g. must be right. If the llama is loaded 
|/one pound over 40, it flatly refuses to move and, in fact, sits right 
down and waits for the load to be adjusted. Also, if the load is not 
evenly distributed on both sides of his back even though it is 40 
pounds or less, it’s the same thing, “‘no go.” 

If anyone doubts either this story or the one on the supercharged 
jackasses in the October issue of the AIR LINE PILOT, we suggest 
the doubtful one contact First Pilot Jack Miller, Pan-American Grace 
Airways (Panagra), Lima, Peru. 


STRANGE CONTRAST 
With a giant, jagged-edged iceberg in the background, this Coast 
| Guardsman enjoys an Arctic sun bath lying practically naked on the 
deck of a Coast Guard cutter. Icy surroundings and a man stripped 
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contrast in the clements. 
and unusual pictures, this is one that is really different. 
of a picture which arrests the eye and at first makes one think that he 


to the waist make for Speaking of strange 


It is the kind 


is seeing things and theh exclaim, “Well, what do you know about 
that!” At first, it looks like trick photography but it isn’t. It is a 
strange mixture of the elements. Those familiar with the Arctic know 


it’s mighty easy to get a bad sunburn when exposed to the direct rays 
of the northern sun. Just why this true, we will leave to the 
scientists to explain. Anyway, it is a mighty strange picture and one 
that rates space in the Imagine That column of the AIR LINE PILOT. 


“DAS WHAT I LIKES, TOO” 

In discussing the advantages of membership in a certain order 
at a dinner party, the point was stressed that the group met in a spirit 
of friendly informality. 

At this point the ‘colored maid came into the room, 
| mark, and observed, 
| We meets in friendly 


is 


heard the re- 
“Das what I likes about our lodge meetings, too. 
immorality.” 
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Out of Town— | 


Now I’m Scribe 


By JERRY WOOD 
Council No. 51, EAL 
New York, N. Y. 

A Treatise Entitled: THE 
PRACTICAL PROBLEMS OF PIS- 
CATORIAL PROPAGATION, or 
“Would You Wanna Be a 
Guppy?” 


I am now a scribe. In keeping 
with tradition, the boys appointed 
me while I was out of town, there- 
by permitting my use of the new 
scribe’s standard paragraph, “O. 
K.” I said it, so now I should be 
considered a scribe in good stand- 
ing ... this far anyway. 

“I Was Gloomily Pondering .. . 

Because the title of this thing 
is perhaps a bit startling, I had 
better fly right at it to see if I 
can get it off the hook in the 
amount of space Dave will allow 
for such nonsense. While sitting 
in the lobby of the Henry Grady 
in Atlanta, with a vacuous expres- 
sion on my face (in keeping with a 





three-dav cancellation away from 
home), I was gloomily pondering 
the remote possibility that the 
front would go through before the | 
operations managed to get all the | 
pilots on one end of the line and | 
all the airplanes on the other. 


Still more depressing was the 
fact that I was wearing a pink 
shirt and a blue tie with green 
stripes, reminding me of a tacti- 
cal error six months ago, which | 
involved a net loss of $150.00 in 
an exchange of Christmas pres- 


ents with my wife’s relatives (ab- 

solutely inexcusable as one of my 

experiences). 

For a Bit of Polite Eavesdropping 
Suddenly, into the range of un- 

happy vision walked two of my 

highly respected colleagues, Cap- 


tains Lou Purchase and George 
Harris. Chattering happily, with 


the animated expression of a cou- 
ple of co-eds discussing second 
lieutenants, they settled down just 
out of earshot. Thinks I, ‘‘What 
gives here? What makes these 
characters cheerful? Some- 
thing I should know, I’ll bet!” So, 
exercising an old Henry Grady 
lobby prerogative, I sided over 
for a bit of polite eavesdropping. 
A Very Interesting Little Fish 
The conversation, continuing 
spiritedly, seemed to center around 
something called a guppy. Very 
soon I found that my curiosity 
was overpowering my good man- 
ners. (Remarks will not be appre- 
ciated that this undoubtedly placed 
no particular strain upon my cur- 
iosity.) ‘What,’ I demanded, ‘‘in 
the hell is a guppy?” They turned 
on me coldly as if I had asked, 
“Who General ae 


so 


Eisenhower? 
Mr. Purchase acted as spokesman. 
(He is senior.) “A guppy,” says 
he, and I quote for the benefit of 


is 


other non-piscatorialists, ‘‘is a fish. | 


It is a very interesting little fish. 
Many pilots and their wives raise 
them as a hobby. 
teresting.” 
Botsch Would be Ready 
with Spicy Barbs 


At this point in this account, | 
Botsch, | 


Mr. Chuck “Winchell’”’ 
AA-Burbank, one of my favorite 
authors, would undoubtedly inter- 
ject a few spicy barbs about in- 
teresting hobbies, marital and oth- 
erwise, quite probably impaling 
that poor Mr. Rodger the Lodger 
fellow upon the sharpest of said 
barbs. However, I do not wish 
to become involved in any action 
of intercouncil plagiarism, so I will 
regretfully refrain from doing 
likewise. At any rate, having bro- 
ken the ice, to put it ungrammati- 
cally but accurately, I engaged 
in a long and very enlightening 
conversation with Messrs. Pur- 
chase and Harris, (I always men- 
tion Purchase first . . . he being 
senior) about these remarkable lit- 
tle fish. 
Guppies and Pilots Are 
Kindred Spirits 

As a result of this conversation, 
I now feel that I understand this 
apparent affinity between guppies 
and pilots. They are kindred spir- 
its. Which of the two has the 
most satisfactory existence is 
something that can be argued 
both ways... it would be a mat- 


Yes, very in- | 











“OH, FIDDLESTICKS!”’ TAKES GRAND PRIZE 





—Acme Photo | 

Surrounded by newsmen and photographers as she stepped from her plane at the National Air- | 

port, Washington, D. C., Mrs. Martha E. Truman whispered an annoyed, “Oh, fiddlesticks!”’ to her 

famous son. ‘‘Washington Star’? Photographer Randolph Routt got the picture, which took first prize, 

presidential class, and grand prize at the annual White House News Photographers Association exhibit. 

President Truman (left) holds the picture as Routt and Secretary of State James F. Byrnes (center) 
look on, at a dinner formally opening the exhibit. 


ter of personal opinion and upon | question, ‘‘How does a guppy ever favor of being a guppy. They say 


which I would not care to take a/| get checked out? How does he that quite a crisis was faced by 
definite stand without more thor-| ever get seniority enough to be |this little fish nation a few years 
ough investigation. A guppy’s life,| at the table instead of on it?” | ago when it was the fad of col- 
like a pilot’s, is frequently excit- The answer was that the better |lege students to demonstrate one 
ing, occasionally dull, and often class of guppies provide a haven of the advantages of higher edu- 
ends the very first time he gets | of seaweed in the pool, where jun-|cation by swallowing live fish. | 
cocky or overconfident. ior guppies can lurk, and undoubt- | Guppies were quite popular. Not 
Guppies’ Seniority Similar edly brood like copilots about their being up on the matter of pro- 





Guppies operate on strict senior- unhappy plight, during their par-|tocal between man and fish, it is 
ity—a bit more elementary, but ents’ more voracious moments. | naturally impossible to say just 
remarkably similar to that used Also, that because of their folks’ | how the guppy felt about this but 
by pilots. The senior guppies sim- unpleasant habits, the little fel-| jt seems quite possible that he 
ply eat the junior guppies. I)|lows have developed a remarkable might have felt pretty much at 
questioned Mr. Purchase and Mr.|sense of alertness together with home. Fortunately the fad died 


] 


Harris if it would not be possible |a definite alacrity in reaching the out among the students, leaving 


to feed the old folks a bit heavily haven in the seaweed. Thus a such gastronomic activities to the 
so that the resultant dullness of |surprisingly large number reach Pe a a 

appetite would give the little fel- a size where it becomes imprac- aespee ie ; 

lows a better break. The an- (tical that they be run through Canvassing for Lively Topics 
swer, which I considered especial- | their parents’ processing machin- I am very happy to be able to 
ly analogous, was that it didn’t\/ery. They automatically become | bring this important information 


sudden or 
solved, of 
simply by 


work, that the more they got to| senior characters. 
eat the more they wanted, and that 
the mama and papa guppy seemed 
to consider their offspring some- 


Any 
inexplicable shortage is 
course, by the parents 
having a fresh batch. 


to the industry as a whole and 
feel that it is a duty well done. 
The next time I will make a com- 
plete report on our council and its 


what in the nature oif an hors Once a guppy is on senior sta- | various activities because I am re- | 
, _ ~a1It« 7 ° “naplri p « > . e . . . 
d’oeuvre, suitable for snacking at |tys he has one definite advantage | questing a canvass of the various 


any time. 
Alertness and Alacrity Get 
Them Checked Out 

I naturally propounded 


over a pilot. No one can tell him 
when it is permissible to eat. This 
would seem to constitute a prac- 


divisions for lively topics. In the 
meantime, as “Slim” Babbitt says, 
“Let’s not get wrapped up in our 


the work.” 


tically unanswerable argument in 











—International News Photo 

TW Yes, that's what it cost Howard Hughes to build this biggest of all 
$20,000,000 CAR HEELS flying machines. Just to reflect a few ideas of its size, the Hughes 
Hercules measures 220 feet long, 30 feet high, and 25 feet wide. Take a look at those little objects working 
in the pilot's cockpit. Yes, they're really men. Also look at the one in the side door. In tomparison, he’s mighty 
small, isn't he? Yes, it will cost $20,000,000 when completed. Now comes a hard question to answer. Who's 
going to buy planes like this now that the war is over and the government has drawn its purse strings? And 
here's a tougher one still.. Who's going to. be able to pay for them, and on what air line will they prove a 
paying proposition?. We'll have to.admit the answer more than. likely is none. Yes, the industry had better 
lower its sights, and fast, or trouble ‘is right around the corner. 











TEN YEARS AGO 


The purpose of the Ten Years 
Ago feature in the “AIR LINE 
PILOT” is one of education on 
what ALPA is all about, its or- 
igin, and a review of its major 
accomplishments for the members 


and, in particular, the newest 
members 
The trouble with the greater 


part of our members is the same 
as with the great preponderance 
of us humans. We don’t read the 
things we should and later when 
our ignorance of a_ subject is 
about to be revealed, we dodge 
by saying, ‘‘Why doesn’t some- 
one tell me these things?’’ An end- 
less stream of words has gone out 
from ALPA headquarters for fif- 
teen years to its members on 
what ALPA has accomplished 
and all about its activities. What 
this ten-year-ago feature really 
amounts to is an educational re- 
view of the how, when, where, and 
why of the high-light happenings 
and accomplishments of ALPA. 
It should be read by ALPA mem- 
bers, both old and new. 

The first ten-year-ago feature 
appeared in the September, 1944, 
issue of the AIR LINE PILOT. 
Ten years ago, November, 1935, 
there appeared on the front page 
of the AIR LINE PILOT a short 
story under the head of “HERO 
PILOT WINS MEDAL.” The 
story follows: 

“On December 13, 
Freeburg was awarded the first 
Air Mail Medal of Honor. In 
April, 1931, through the efforts of 
the late Congressman Clyde Kelly 
Congress authorized the President 
to award a medal of heroism te 
any pilot who, while in the serv- 
ice of the air mail, distinguished 
himself by an act of heroism o1 
unusual achievement. 

“On February 15, 1935, Freeburg 
was again honored by being pre- 
sented with the first Distinguished 
Service Medal ever presented t 
an air line pilot by the Unitec 
States Junior Chamber of Com 
merce. The medal was presented 
by Mayor Gehan of St. Paul at a 
meeting at the Hotel Lowry. The 
meeting was held at 8:00 o’clock 


1933, Mal 








in the evening and was attendec 
by approximately 800 people. 
‘When Pilot Freeburg was ask 


ed to comment, he modestly stat- 


ed that he had nothing to say anc 
when asked how he felt wher 
Mayor Gehan pinned on the rib 
bon, he said, ‘I was scared t 
death.’ ”’ 

The Air Mail Medal of Hono: 
bill, officially titled Public Law 


No. 661, was the first air line pilot 
federal legislation passed by Con 
gr due to the insistent 
effective sponsorship of ALPA 
This bill is currently on the fed 
eral statute books of our govern 
ment. It includes the following 
paragraph: 

“Be it 
and 





enacted by the Senate 
House of Representatives o 


the United States of America ir 
Congress assembled, That the 
President is hereby authorized 


under such rules and regulations ip 


as he may prescribe, to present 
but not in the name of Congress 
an air-mail flyer’s medal of honor 
of appropriate design, with ac 
companying ribbon, to any perso: 
who, while serving as a pilot ir 
the air mail service of this Act 
distinguishes himself by heroisn 
or extraordinary achievemen 
while participating in such serv 
ice; Provided, That no more than | 
one air-mail flyer’s medal of hon 
or shall be issued to any one per 
son, but for each succeeding ac | 
or achievement sufficient to jus 
tify the award of an air-mail fly 
er’s medal the President ma: 
award a suitable bar or 
suitable device to be worn as he | 
shall direct. In case an individual | 
who distinguishes himself shal | 
have died before the making o 
the award to which he may b: | 
entitled, the award may, never 
theless, be made and the medal o 
the bar or other device presente: 
to such representative of the de 
ceased as the President may des- | 
ignate, but no medal, bar, o 
other device hereinbefore author 
ized shall be awarded or present 
ed to any individual whose entir 
service subsequent to the time h 
distinguishes himself has not bee 
honorable.”’ 

THIS FEDERAL LAW, PUB- | 
LIC LAW No. 661, DID MUCI 
TO ELEVATE THE AIR LINE 
PILOTS AND THEIR PROFES- | 
SION FROM THEIR EARLY | 
OBSCURITY TO THE HIGH 


| 


PLACE IN THE SUN THEY | 
NOW HOLD IN AMERICAN | 
LIFE. BEFORE HIS DEATHT 


THE LATE FRANKLIN DEI- 
ANO ROOSEVELT HONORE) 
EIGHT AIR LINE PILOTS BY 
PRESENTING THEM THE AIR} 
MAIL MEDAL OF HONOF., | 
NAMELY, MAL FREEBURG(G, | 
NWA; ROY H. WARNER, NWA: | 
GROVER TYLER, UAL; LEWIS | 
S. TURNER, AA; WELLINC- | 
TON P. McFAIL, AA; GORDON 
S. DARNELL, BRANIFF; J. EF. 
CARMICHAEL, JR., PCA; AND 
E. A. BELLANDE, TWA. | 

Any chairman in ALPA who! 
feels that a member of his loc«l | 
council is entitled to the Air Mbil | 
Medal of Honor for distinguishirg | 
himself by heroism or extraordi- 
nary achievement while partici- | 
pating in the air mail servi e| 
should forthwith contact ALPA 
headquarters and make a recor’: | 
mendation covering all the details | 
of the case, including dates, 
places, and a complete description 
of the incident in question. The 
Air Mail Medal ranks high in the 
honors extended by the United 
States to its citizens who have 
distinguished themselves by hero- 
ism -or extraordinary achievement 
while participating in the air mail 
service. 
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